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• 
Professor Christopher Hanlon 
Office Hours: MWF 1-3 & by appointment 
J..lJO~ b -063 
Coleman Hall 3811 
chanlon@eiu.edu 
Literature is ofien reforred lo as a fbrm of work (as in. The Collected Work ofWilliam Shakespeare). At the 
samf• time, one might think of work as something different from intellt•etual activity, something either 
1.nore physical or less prestig·ious or more honest. depending upon your agenda. For that rnatte1~ many of 
ns eome into the university with a sense that higher ed can help ns to .bypass certain forms of labor while 
opening up possibilities for others. And the hierarchies that inform t110se ambitious involve other 
<'onstellations of power. other ideas concerning how pow<'r works. where it can be found. and what ii 
m<'ans to work for it. 
This cours<' will give you a chanc<' to think through questions that ought to preoccupy any university 
student: What kind of ·work do you want to do? Wl1at will he the pwvose of that work? To what 
c·cmfii:,Ttll'ations of power will that work subject you, and what forms will it make available!> To what 
arrangements of labor, class, and power do you ofler your deference as a member of a twenty-first centmy 
democracy that increasingly defines lucrative work in terms of information management, and (for that 
matter) what would it mean to withdraw your consent from those arrangements? By reading novels, non-
fiction prose, short fiction, and poetry preoccupied with such questions, we'll repeatedly navigate the curve 
creative literature always presents: that is, by suspending dishelief'long enough to pretend to b<' somcorn~ 
else, wP'll find new ways to reflect back upon who we arP or might be in the process of' heeoming. 
Course Requirements & Policies 
Final grades this semester will be determined in accordance with this formula: 
First Essay ......................................... 20% 
Midterm Exam .................................. 20% 
Final Essay ........................................ 25% 
Final Exam ............................................. 25% 
Citizenship ....................................... 10% 
100% 
You'll write two essays for this class. The first will be due on October 21, and will ask you to develop a 
statement about labor, class, and power by focusing upon one of the works on our syllabus up until that 
point. A handout will describe the parameters of this assignment further, but the essay you write will be 
approximately 5 pages long and will require you to document sources. The second essay will be due on the 
last day of classes, will similarly offer you the chance to develop an insight concerning a problem of 
interest to you and emerging out of your study of a single work, hut will be somewhat more developed at 
about 8 pages long. As with the first essay assignment, a more detailed description of the parameters and 
expectations of this assignment will be forthcoming before too very long. 
You'll take a midterm and a final, on October 23 and during finals week. Each of these will test you 
objectively on the reading and, in an essay section, ask you to synthesize what we've studied into well-
crafted essays responding to specific problems. 
Citizenship. Just as a democracy depends upon the active and thoughtful engagement of its citizenry, 
university seminars depend upon students who meet their obligations to prepare for an informed and 
rigorous discussion. Sometimes in this seminar J'll lecture, but most of the time we'll exchange 
perceptions. So to do this well, you'll need to have read everything in advance and with the skill and 
perseverance I would expect of a grown-up-having sharpened your reactions by taking notes, committing 
questions to paper as they arise, drawing connections with other reading assignments and things other 
people have said, integrating such observations with the material I teach you through lecture and 
handouts, and so on. 
Sometimes students who won't talk tell me that the reason is that they are shy, or that they find the 
prospect of speaking in front of fellow students intimidating. Here's how I want for you to think about 
this: it is absolutely your duty, in any class you take in the English Department, to perform in class. If it 
helps, understand the verb "to perform" literally. In other words, prior to class you must prepare for a 
performance in which you do a kind of intellectual dance with your fellow students and with me. If you 
find it intimidating to speak about texts you've already studied in a welcoming, supportive context such as 
this seminar will be-or if you fail to recognize that this is about as welcoming and supportive as things 
will get in this world, outside of your home-then with respect I have to say you have difficult days ahead 
of you. Everyone in this room is completely capable of offering their perspective and responding to those 
other present, and those who don't on their own can expect that I will force them to do so. 
But note that I don't expect anyone to come to class with all the "answers" about the texts we read, 
especially since I don't have all the answers mysel£ I do expect you to have fought to understand before 
showing up to class, and part of the point of the performance I describe above is to demonstrate having 
done so. (I do expect, for instance, that everyone will understand the plot of the narratives we read-that 
is, what has literally "happened" in the story-after having read. That doesn't necessarily mean you might 
not still have questions over what to make of it.) In any case, sometimes the point of class discussion isn't 
so much to "solve" problems as it is to articulate them. So if you're confused about something-and you've 
meditated over it prior to class by reading, re-reading, and taking notes-try simply describing to me and 
your fellow students the reasons for your confusion. Often, that's what strong participation looks like, 
believe it or not. 
I reserve the right to tweak the grading formula for this course to include reading quizzes, in the event 
that I decide not enough students are coming to class prepared to sustain the sort of conversation I 
describe above. I love talking with students who read, but to be honest I find it frustrating and pointless to 
deal with people who are only pretending. So ifl start to feel like I'm doing too much of the latter, I'll use 
quizzes to encourage the fakers either to change their ways or withdraw. 
We should communicate outside of class to talk about your ideas, perceptions, and questions. Whenever 
possible we should use my office hours for this purpose, or make an appointment if you're otherwise 
committed during that time block. The second avenue at our disposal should be via phone, and in fact, 
here's my personal mobile: 217.549.0130. Our last conduit should be by e-mail, because it's the least 
efficient way of exchanging views. I'm not absolutely against it, but here are my two requirements: First, 
don't send an email if you can make my office hours. If it's not important enough for you to drop by when 
that's perfectly possible, it can't be important enough for me to prioritize. Second, if you must send me e-
mail, I want you to write it well. It should start with a salutation, and in fact, during at least the first few 
.. 
weeks, that salutation should be "Dear Professor Hanlon." Later, when we get to know each other and if we 
get friendlier, I don't mind "Hey, Dr. Hanlon" or whatever, but until then I value a bit more formality. At the 
end of the e-mail, you should sign your name. In between these two elements, you should write in 
complete sentences, and you should avoid text-speak, most of which I do not understand and to which I 
probably won't respond: 
Want some advice that can have serious ramifications for the quality of your communications over the next 
few decades? I would recommend drafting all e-mails you send-whenever they are at all important-at 
least a few hours in advance and then coming back to them before hitting send. Do this, students, and 
trust me: you'll be amazed at how drastically your correspondence improves, and at how much more often 
you'll be sent the replies you would prefer. 
Attendance Policy: Don't be absent. Being a strong class citizen means being here for each class meeting. 
If you must know in advance, however, I will allow you two absences-to be used only in the case of 
emergencies that prevent you from coming to class-after which further absences will affect your course 
grade. In no instance may a student accumulate five absences and still be eligible for a passing grade. If 
illness, injury, or family emergency contribute to such a scenario, I will advise you to apply for medical 
withdrawal or some similar option. In other words, no matter what the reason, you may not miss more 
than two weeks of this course and receive a passing grade. 
Lastly, students who habitually walk into class a few minutes after it's started should find a professor who's 
into that and take their class instead. This professor, you will find, reacts very badly indeed. 
Lastly, students are of course responsible for knowing Eastern Illinois University regulations and policies 
regarding academic honesty. Plagiarism, even if unknowing or accidental, can result in your failing the 
course and in further action by the university. Please note the English Department's statement on 
plagiarism: 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism- "The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/ 
or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's own original work" (Random House 
Dictionary of the English Language)- has the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student 
an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignments, of a grade of F for the assigned essay and 
a grade of F for the course, and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office. 
If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, feel free to ask me to clarify. Also, please 
make a point of noting the following: I will not tolerate any form of academic dishonesty in this course. If 
I come to suspect misconduct of any kind, I will become dogged about rooting it out, and if my suspicions 
are confirmed, I will dispense appropriate penalties including notification of the Office of Judicial Affairs. 
Required Texts: 
Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre (1847) 
Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1854) 
Ian McEwan, Saturday (2005) 
Kazuo Ishiguro, The Remains of the Day (1989) 
Frederick Douglass, The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Written by Himself (1845) 
Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass (1855) 
Other readings supplied through Booth Library e-reserves (password: ch2009), to be printed in time for 
you to read, take notes, and bring to class. A very few remaining readings I may hand out in class. 
Reading Schedule 
Aug19 
Aug21 
Aug26 
Aug28 
Sep2 
Sep 4 
Sep9 
Sep 11 
Sep 16 
Sep 18 
Sep23 
Sep25 
Sep 30 
Oct2 
Introductions 
Henry David Thoreau, Walden, pp. 5-70 
Walden, pp. 71-143 
Walden, pp. 143-224 
Martin Luther King Day observance-no class meeting 
Herman Melville,Bartlelry; The Scrivener (1853); e-reserve 
John Locke, selection from An Essay on Human Understanding 
(1689); e-reserve 
Locke, selection from Two Treatises of Government (1689); e-
reserve 
Francis Hutcheson, selection from An Essay on the Nature of the 
Passions and Affections (1769); e-reserve 
Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre, pp. 3-56 
Jane Eyre, pp. 56-111 
No class meeting-I'm giving a lecture at the University of 
Massachusetts 
JaneEyre, pp. 111-75 
Jane Eyre, pp. 175-233 
Jane Eyre, pp. 233-81 
Jane Eyre, pp. 281-337 
.. . 
Oct 7 
Oct9 
Oct 14 
Oct 16 
Oct21 
Oct23 
Oct28 
Oct30 
Nov4 
Nov6 
Nov 11 
Nov 13 
Nov 18 
Nov20 
Nov 25-29 
Dec2 
Dec4 
Kazuo lshiguro, The Remains of the Day, pp. 3-44 
TheRemainsoftheDay, pp. 47-110 
TheRemainsoftheDay, pp. 113-41 
The Remains of the Day, pp. 145-245 
First Essay due 
Midterm examination 
Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass; read entire poem for class 
continue discussion of Leaves of Grass 
James Joyce, ''Araby" (1914); e-reserve 
Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An 
American Slave, Written by Himself, pp. 29-59 
Douglass, pp. 59-109 
Ian McEwan, Saturday, pp. 3-52 
Saturday, pp. 53-119 
Saturday, pp. 121-237 
Saturday, pp. 237-291 
Thanksgiving break 
Washington Irving, "Rip Van Winkle" (1818); e-reserve 
Final essay due, beginning of class 
Final examination time and date TBA. 
